A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The Five Members. One last attempt was made by the
King to check by force the organization of the civil war which
threatened. He proposed to arrest as traitors five named leaders
of the revolution in the Commons and in the Upper House
including Kimbolton, later to be Manchester. The King came
down with his guard in some force to make the arrest in person,
upon January 3,1642, but the French Ambassador and a woman
who was probably Pym's mistress, and certainly the Queen's
friend, Lady Carlisle, had betrayed the plan, and the accused
men were gone. They had fled to the protection of the wealthy
merchants in the City.
The Last of the Peace. Henceforward there was no chance
of avoiding armed conflict. Indeed, the King, upon seeing it,
had already signed away one power of the Crown after another,
knowing that they could only be recovered and supported
by armed strength. He sent away his wife for safety to Holland,
and left London himself a week after the affair of the Five
Members, awaiting the first overt act of rebellion, which could
not now be long delayed.
THE GREAT REBELLION
Succession of Events. The Great Rebellion, which trans-
formed the political arrangements of the English people as
completely as the Reformation (of which it was the sequel)
transformed their religion and character, falls into three periods.
(1)  There is a first period of active, armed struggle, which
lasts nearly two years, from the summer of 1643 to the spring
and summer of 1644.   It may be said to end with the decisive
victory of Marston Moor gained by the rebels.
(2)  The second period is that phase which you will find in
most wars when, after the crisis has been reached and passed, as
it was at Marston Moor, the victorious side proceeds to more and
more complete success, until it has crushed its opponent.  This
period is also a matter of about two years, or rather less, from
the summer of 1644 to the spring of 1646.
(3)  The third period is one in which, although there were
detached episodes of brief conflicts, the war is over, and the
interest of the time is the compassing of the King's death by
Oliver Cromwell, who had for some time past been the chief
man upon the conquering side.   This third period lasts two
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